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d’'iran”, Archéologia, 66.
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Sehr verehrter, lieber Herr Kollege,

Ihren Brief vom 15. Oktober habe lch
dankend entgegengenommen. Als Angehiri-
ger einer Nstion, die mafgeblich am

2, Weltkrieq tellgenommen hat und die
demzufolge auch das ganze Mafl an Zerstd-
rungen leder Art von Rulturgut hat hine
nehmen miigsen - 5ie selbst haben vor
vier Jahren aniipliich dis Internaticaalen
Kongrefes file Iranische Kunst und Archio-
tonie in Mlnchen dle latzten Zeugnizse
der Kriegszerstirungen wertvoller GebHude
sehen kdnnen - teile ich mit Thnen die
Sorge um das firanische Xulturgut, das
augenhlicklich durch Xriegeednwirkungen
hedroht ist.

in der Sorne, dle uns Archiclonen szelt
mehr als 1 1/2 Jahren um viele archio-
logiache Fundpliitze in Iran ergriffen
hat, dle durch Raubgrabungep hedroht
oder zerstdrt worden =ind, tritt der
Sehmerz um die Verwilstungen, die Sie
erwihnen, spexiell in Dezful und in der
Provinz Xhuzestan, aber auch die Sorge
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um daz Jtadthild Isfahans, das durch
die woderne Kriegsfihrunyg bedroht ilsat.
Solche Krisgszerstlrungen, namentllich
durch Bomben und Raketenangriffe, k3nnen
auf viele Telle des Landes Ubergrelfen.
Daher vertreten wir die Hoffnung, der
Krieg mige hald dem Frieden swizchen
beiden Lindern weichen, damit nicht
eines Tages in Jrsn und Irag Kriegsa-
verwiiztungen zu verzelchnen =ind, wie
die deg ?. Weltkrieges in vielen euro-
péfschen und fernidiztlichen Staasten.

Thra Initiative zur Rektung der Kultur-
denkmdler Iranx michte fch gerne unterw
ptitzen und werde daner {iber dan Prisi.
denten des Deutschen Archiologi=chen
Institute die Vertretung der Sunder-
repunlik Daytschland hei der Unesco

in Genf bitten, elne entsprechende
Initiative zum Aufruf an die kriegs-
fUhreanden ldnder zu ergreifen, das
beiderseitige Kulturgut zu schonen

ynd zu schiitzen.

Hein griénter Wonsch dber Lst, der FPriede
niige den Krieg zwischen Iran und Irag
baldmiglichst beenden, damit auch aicht
weiter Wohriziele und Kulturdenkmiler
Angriffaziele sind,

Mit den besten Winschen fiir dle Zukunft
Thres Landes und elngedenk unserer lang-
jatrigen gegenseitigen Wertschitzung
bin fch

mit den hesten Grifen

Mol ML,

Or. Wolfram Klelss

Erster Direktor untg
Professor belm Deutxchen
ArchBologischen Inntitut
Leiter der Abtellung Teheran
dea Instltuts
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Tsuneki, A. and Zeidi, M.
2008 “Excavations at TB 75 (Haji Bahrami Cave)”, in Tang-e Bolaghi: The
Iran-Japan Archaeological Project for the Sivand Dam Salvage Area,
eds. by A. Tsuneki andM. Zeidi, University of Tsukuba, pp. 41-68.
Adachi, T. and Zeidi, M.
2009 “Achaemenid and post-Achaemenid remains from TB 75 and the general
survey of the Tang-i Bulaghi” in ARTA 2009.002: Tang-i Bulaghi
Reports 2: TB 75, Eds. R. Boucharlat & H. Fazeli Nashli, pp. 1-8.
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Square and Choghazanbil Ziggurat were presented and registered among
the UNESCO World Heritage sites. He didn’t forget Iranian World at that
time too, so he sent Shahriyar Adle such as ambassador of Iran in Interna-
tional Scientific Committee of History of Civilizations of Central Asia in the
UNESCO

Varjavand founded a magazine called “Archeology and Art of Iran”
in 1348, 10 issues of which were published. At first he was its editor, but
by the order of Mehrdad Pahlbod, he was removed. He then published
“the Architectural Culture ofIran” in 1354, of which only 4 issues were
published. After that;<in 1357, he published “Historical Buildings and
Monuments ofIran” that coincided with the Revolution, with only one
issue published.

He was always present at the seminars and conferences related to
the history and culture of Iran, including the Conference for the History
of Art in London in 1351, the conference for the Republic of Turkmeni-
stan in 1351, and the Munich Conference of Archeology in 1355 in West
Germany.

Dr. Varjavand was retired as a Professor from the University of Tehran
in 1363, but continued his scientific and cultural activities. He was one
of the major opponents of the construction of Sivand Dam, elaborating
his viewpoint through several interviews. He stated that developmental
projects without concerning and consulting cultural organizations can
seriously damage cultural and ancient sites.

Through his marriage with Manijeh Edalat (Varjavand) in 1352,
Dr. Varjavand is survived by his two daughters Katayun and Anahita. He
passed away on 19 Khordad 1386.
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Higher Education as a consultant. On 22 Ordibehesht 1350, he was finally
transferred to the University of Tehran and promoted to the level of Associate
Professor in the Archeological Group of the university.

In 1351, he began to work as the consultant and the director of training
the staff to preserve and restore archeological and historical complexes,
monuments and cities. Most of today’s architects and archeologists of
the Institute of Cultural Heritage are among the students of those training
courses. The main focus of those courses was not mainly theoretical, but
practical as well.

Dr Parviz Varjavand started his scientific and cultural activites at
the Research Center for‘the Culture of Iran on the request of Dr. Parviz
Natel Khanlari, then the chairman of the Center, and permission of Dr.
Ahmad Houshang Sharifi, then the president of the University of Tehran.
In Day 1355, he was appointed as a member of scientific working group of
Human and Social Sciences.

He also participated in archeological surveys and excavations of sites
like Haft-Tape, Bishapur, and Takht-e-Soleiman, started the excavation of
Maraghe Observatory in 1351, which continued until 1356. He first held
a great exhibition of Maraghe Observatory findings at the University of
Tehran’s Central Library and published the results of his work in a book
in 1366. He also acted as a consultant for the restoration of many ancient
and historical sites such as Persepolis, Esfehan’s safavid structures and
buildings, Azarbayjan, Kashan, North of Iran, etc.

Following the Islamic Revolution of 1979, Varjavand was appointed
as the Deputy of Ministry of Culture and Arts by Dr. Ali Shariatmadari,
Then a Minister in the interim government of Mehdi Bazargan. His
activities become prominent and widely known during those
turbulent times. He was able to receive a Fatwa from Ayatollah Mabhalti to
prevent the destruction of Persepolis. Moreover, through his efforts, an act
prohibiting illegal excavations was passed in the Revolutionary Council in
1358 and with the assistance of Shahryar Adle, Persepolis, Nagsh e Jahan
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Varjavand was involved in political activities of his time since he
was 15, accepting the responsibility of “Studenf’ newspaper for the
National Front at 16. This newspaper was rivaled by another one called “the
Studenss” published by the communist Tudeh Party. He also wrote articles
and historical novels for other newspapers such as “Parchamdar (standard
bearer)” and “Majaleye Omid e Iran (hope for Iran magazine)’. He was
active during the Nationalization of Oil Industry in Iran and as a result,
was arrested several.times after the coup of 28 of Mordad 1332.

He went to'France in 1339 and succeeded in presenting the National
Front movement among Iranian students, which led to the establishment
of the European branch of National Front. He was the chairman of the
executive committee in Europe during the Front’s first congress, enabling
him to publish the newspaper called “Iran e Azad (free Iran)”.

After returning to Iran, he was severely injured during the project for
restoration of the destroyed region of Bouin Zahra in a car crash, which
left him paralyzed for more than 4 months, but gradually recovered after
8 months.

Varjavand was accepted in the entrance exam for assistant professorship
at the University of Tehran in 1343 but was denied by the Intelligence
Service of Iran (SAVAK), but with the support of Ali Akbar Siasi,
Gholamhossein Seddighi, and Zabihollah Safa was allowed to teach
without payment. He was also in charge of the Department of Ethnology
and Nomadic Tribes at the Institute of Social Sciences at the University of
Tehran, focusing on the nomadic and tribal affairs, including his research
on Bakhtiari tribe.

Being an employee of the Cartographic Center, Varjavand was
transferred to the Tourist Organization in 1343, acting as the management
expert for the plans and projects. Then, in 1345, he was appointed as the
chairman of the Center for tourist services and the first steps toward the
training of educated staff in tourism industry were taken.

On 16 Azar 1347, he was transferred to the ministry of Sciences and
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Parviz Varjavand was born on 11 Ordibehesht 1313 in Tehran. After passing
school and elementary school and receiving his diploma in Mathematics
and Literature, he was recruited in the Cartographic Center. He then started
studying archeology at the University of Tehran and received his Bachelor
degree in 1338, leaving Iran for France to complete his studies. He
completed his studies in many fields while living in Paris, receiving his
doctorate conceming the architecture of Achaemenian period and its
comparison to Greece and Egypt in 1963 on the one hand, and
completing his dissertation for the Ecole pratique des hautes études in Paris
regarding the social and economic structure of Bakhtiari tribe. He also
attended several courses for the restoration of historical monuments
in Sorbonne University in Paris. He then returned to Iran and founded

professional restoration courses in the country.
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It is hoped that Iranians, especially archeologists, acquire Dr.
Varjavand’s view toward the concept of cultural Iran and pay more
attention to the surrounding western and eastern lands to perform long term
scientific and archeological research projects. These works are essentially
“Iranistic” and in other words enhancers of “self-knowledge”. Fortunately,
there seems to be some positive trends on the move and the Scientific Institute
of Archeology of Iran plans to start archeological excavations and establish
scientific and cultural connections and ties with Armenia.

We honor the glorious and victorious son of fran; Dr- Parviz Varjavand
and dedicate this corpus of lectures and papers to his friends, students
and followers+A truly magnificent person, who spent most of his precious
time serving his homeland, suffered and battled numerous difficulties, but
never gave up. Here, in the end, I should thank all of the elite and venerable
writers and scholars who assisted the author for preparing this memorial,
especially Mrs. Manijeh Varjavand, Dr. Seyyed Mehdi Mousavi, Dr.
Firooz Bagherzadeh, Mr Mahmood Mousavi, Mr Adib Bouromand, Dr.
Naser Takmil-Homayun, Dr. Mohammad Ebrahim Zarei, Dr. Mehrdad
Malekzade, Dr. Kamyar Abdi, Mr. Jamali, Hasan Mahjoob, Amir Rasekhi
Nezhad, Kamran Kashiri, Ali Dehbashi and Mohammad Reza Miri.
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The presence of Anthropologists and archeologists from the European
and American universities for research and excavation in Iran can only be
considered as their scientific curiosity. For example, Robert Braidwood, an-
American archeologist, was seeking the roots of agriculture in modem Iraq,
and then was attracted to Iran to pursue his curiosity. But the presence of
Iranian archeologists in the realm of cultural Iran is not just out of
curiosity. The Iranian archeologist “has to” search and excavate in these
areas in order to gain a better understanding of history and culture of Iran. It
is quite wrong to neglect the ¢ultural periods of Achaemenian, Parthian and
Sasanian Empires and early Islamic periods in the surrounding realms of
modern Iran. The realm of'Cultural Iran is loaded with relics and monuments
dating back to different periods of Median, Achaemenian, Parthian, and
Sasanian cultures, including the Achaemenian site of Nadali in Afghanistan,
Mishan in Iraq, the Parthian site of Nisa in Turkmenistan, the Median site of
Karkasdagh in Turkey, the Achaemenian site of Metsamor in Armenia and
many others, each of which can shed some light on the dark and ambiguous
moments of the history of our homeland.

Undoubtedly, most of the archeological data and information about the
cultural periods of these lands and regions are the result of the works of
Western and local researchers and archeologists; but unfortunately some
of them try to undermine the cultural presence of Iran and sometimes give
these achievements other names to distance themselves from the word
“Iranian”. For example, Turkey deliberately calls the obvious Achaemenian
period in

Anatolia “Hellenistic”. Obviously, if Iranian scholars are allowed to
work in these countries, they can prevent such misleading events to occur.
Although translation of books and papers are useful in this regard, we also
have to author papers and books ourselves, for there are many individuals
who write on behalf of certain state or political ideologies and try to induce

their interpretations to others.
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people so that they will never remember their ties to their original motherland
in the near future. Our common heritage is our empathy for all of our relatives
beyond the current borders of Iran.

Dr. Varjavand was an archeologist, emphasizing on the necessity-
of knowing the achievements resulted from archeological findings in
the Caucasus and Transoxania from ancient to modern times in order to
demonstrate the ancient ties of Iran with her surrounding lands. According to
him, overlooking these areas and regions makes it quite difficult to create
and form a comprehensive yiew for the historical and culturatevolution in
the Iranian plateau. He tried his best to increase the amount of knowledge
of Iranian pegple about the history, culture and archeology of Caucasus,
Transoxania and other regions encompassing the realm of cultural Iran.
Unfortunately, Iranian archeological institutes before the Revolution and
the Institute of Cultural Heritage after the Revolution have not carried out a
comprehensive and organized archeological project in Mesopotamia, Cau-
casus and Transoxania except one occasion and have completely neglected
the realm of cultural Iran. Sadly, this is also the case for archeological groups
and departments of universities, resulting not only in not performing a sin-
gle notable study, but also not having a separate and independent course of
study in this regard. All of the works undertaken, such as the multivolume
“History of the civilizations of Central Asia”, come from the writings of
prominent figures in the realm of cultural Iran, like the late Mohammad
Asemi, president of Tajikistan’s Academy of Sciences and President of the
International Scientific Committee of History of Civilizations of Central Asia.
Asemi was called “the nightingale of Khojand’s meadows” by the late
Professor Bastani Parizi, putting his own life at stake and finally killed by the
enemies of the union of countries in the realm of Cultural Iran. The other
example is Safar Abdollah, Tajik Scholar and professor of Persian
language and literature at the University of Almaty, Kazakhstan who
publishes “Iran Nameh” magazine in Russian.
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together during the course of history. Varjavand’s view of Iranian people was
cultural. As Roudaki once said “the sands and gravels of Amouy river looked
like silk” to him. He crossed the Caucasus and Transoxania during the
harsh and brutal regime of Stalin and as Shaker Bokhari said: “he
moved from Khata to Khotan with one step, he ran from Bukhara to
Vakhsh with one leap”. He visited prominent figures of the time such
as Mohammad Asemi, the president of Tajikistan’s Academy of Sciences,
and observed and wrote about the cultural heritage of Iran all over these
lands, including the historical monuments of Astrakhan, the uprising of
people of Arran, from epic to:disaster in Afghanistan, and the poems
and literary works of Asemi, the famous Tajik thinker and activist. In
Varjavand’s opinion, the cultural links connecting all these lands are so
strong that whatever unfortunate event happens in the realm of cultural
Iran, it is hurtful to modern Iran as well. That was the reason of his meeting
with Ahmad shah Masood during his resistance and fights with Taliban in
Afghanistan and admired him and his troops, leading Varjavand to prepare
the charter of Afghan National Front together with Burhanoddin Rabbani
and others.

Not so long ago in 1339, Sardar Mohammad Davoud, then Chancellor
of Afghanistan, came to Iran and through secret negotiations with Iranian
politicians, the plan for creating the union of Iran and Afghanistan was
presented. However, the news leaked to the press and was fiercely objected
by the British and Russians. Later, when conflicts between Afghanistan
and Pakistan began, Iran played the role of a mediator and this plan was
once again put forward, only to be rejected by the two superpowers for the
second time. Despite all these objections and obstacles, it is still possible
to bring these countries closer together by creating a regional union. Iran,
as the motherland, can hold its newborn children closer to strengthen their
cultural links. Otherwise, the influx of forged pépers and books authored
by the enemies and adversaries of this cultural union, who claim to present

scientific viewpoints but are in their root anti-Iranian, affect the minds of
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emphasized in introversion, avoidance of vanity and self-sufficiency,
unfortunately most of the modern architects of Iran distanced themselves
from these criteria and without a logical and sound approach toward
western architecture, “surrendered” themselves, leading to the emergence
of structures that are totally incompatible and unfit to this land.

Varjavand’s Iran is not today’s Iran. It is something much more
expanded than modern political boundaries. Varjavand’s Iran extends
from Transoxania to Mesopotamia, from Abkhazia to Sarbaz. It includes
Balkh, Badakhshan;”Baku, Bukhara, Bamian, Kashmir, Panjshir, Khotan,
Khojand, Thilisi, Ctesiphon, Sir Darya, Amu Darya, Arbil, Qazvin,
Samarkand, Sogdiana, Shiz, Samangan, Shervan and many other regions.
He cared for all of the inhabitants of the Iranian world. He knew that
although political boundaries have separated us from our relatives,
whether we speak the same language or not, but our common cultural
background still persists. Moulavi (Rumi) was born in Balkh, Eastern Iran
and flourished in Western Iran. Mahasti Ganjei was born in Khojand, grew
up in Balkh and Zanjan, and passed away in Ganje. Kamaloddin Behzad
was born in Heart and flourished in Tabriz. Avicenna was born in Bukhara
and Passed away in Hamedan. Anvari was born in Sarakhs, grew up in
Balkh, Merv and Nihapur and passed away in Balkh. Kamal Khojandi was
born in Khojand and passed away in Tabriz. Abureihan Biruni was born
in Khwarizm and passed away in Ghaznein. All of these glorious figures
connect the boundaries of cultural Iran and represent a common
background, hope, sorrow, feeling and attitude.

Varjavand always heared the sweet smell of Mulian and noticed that
the beauties of Kashmir and Samarkand still adore the poems of Hafiz of
Shiraz. He had read that Iranians have always found peace and comfort
with Hafiz in the New Year, fell in love with Khosow and Shirin of Nizami,
marched in the footsteps of Arash, Garshasb, Kaveh, Rostam, Gord Afarid
and cried for the death of Sohrab and Syavash in Shahname of Firdowsi, and
laughed with the satires of Obaid Zakani. We Iranians have laughed and cried
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learned with the young generation. He who was always enchanted with his
homeland, could not bear to be apart from her and finally returned were
his heart truly belonged, participated in the entrance exam for university
professors of the University of Tehran and got accepted, but was denied
by the Iranian Intelligence Service of the time. However, he continued
to work and train the new generation of young archeologists with the
support of Ali Akbar Siasi, Gholamhossein Sediqi and Zabihollah Safa. He
established a field of study called “Archeology through the eyes of
Anthropology” in the University of Tehran and authored several books and
papers regarding the Archeology ot Post-Islamic Iran.

Varjavand considered’Iran’s cultural heritage and identity the key of
her progress and development. For him, a nation’s cultural heritage is the
collective corpus of the culture and history of that nation that immortalizes
its identity and soul. In other words, the cultural heritage of a nation is a
reflection of its unforgettable identity, through which a nation can continue
flourishing. He was not in favor of museum heritage, for he considered
cultural heritage not as long gone and lifeless, but as a fertile and
ever-growing domain to empower the society for the benefit of Iran
and Iranians. He did not consider Iran’s success to surrender to the East
or West and to become westernized, but to return to the original and
native cultural heritage and self-awareness. However, he never denied the
importance of the achievements of other civilizations and believed that the
real skill and art is to have a wisely conducted encounter with other cultures
and use them without being assimilated and deprived of Iran’s magnificent
cultural values. He regarded the uprising of the people of Transoxania and
Caucasus and their progress to be only through empowering their
cultural identity that makes it possible for them to set themselves free from
the Soviets. His works and words are precious, but unfortunately little
known, otherwise we would not see so many buildings in modemn Iran,
most of them being totally in contrast with Iran’s nature and long-held

traditions and values. If Iranian architects during the long history of this land
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during which he mentioned Varjavand’s deep knowledge, good manners
and his love for Iran and Iranians. The idea of preparing a memorial for Dr.
Varjavandinhonorofhis 50yearsofscientificand cultural effortsand services
crossed my mind and this led to making connections and calls for gathering
lectures and papers by his friends, students and those interested in
the works and deeds of this incredible Iranian scholar. At first, the
responses concerning the writing of lectures and papers were warm and
hopeful, but as time.passed, the potential participants became fewer
and fewer. Of course this is 1ot surprising, for publication of memorials
and festschrifts for experts of archeology has not been common and the
number of published material in this regard is quite few, contrary to the
numerous memorials and festschrifts that have been published for major
literary, cultural and linguistic experts. All in all, this memorial is the result
of the efforts to honor the late Parviz Varjavand.

Varjavand’s main focus of life was his love of Iran and Iranians
and their glory and pride. To him, homeland was much more than just
water and soil, but his very existence. He was the victorious (Parviz) and
glorious (Varjavand) son of Iran, his heart always beating not just for
Iranians, but for all of the people of the Iranian world, for this love was
deeply rooted in his soul. During his lifetime, he was ever watchful
regarding the events of his homeland and every step he took since his
teenage years was for this purpose only. He worked and wrote in the press
during the Iranian oil crisis and nationalization, so much so that he was
arrested several times after the coup of 28 of Amordad. After Bouin Zahra’s
disastrous earthquake, he spent some time there to serve people until a car
crash left him paralyzed for 4 months. He left Iran for France in 1339, but
left his heart in his homeland. He founded a branch of the Iranian National
Front in Europe with the help of other activists to continue serving his
country.

Having a profound knowledge and being fair-spoken were among

Varjavand’s major characteristics. He tried to share whatever he had
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I had heard the name of the late Parviz Varjavand numerous times. I knew
he was an expert of the archeology of Islamic period and the spokesperson
for the leading council of the Iranian National Front. The first book I read
about him was not authored nor translated by him, but a book published
through his efforts: “All of my Existence for Iran: a Memorial for the late
Dr. Gholamhossein Sediqi, prepared by Dr. Parviz Varjavand’. A fine
collection of lectures, poems and notes of friends of the late Dr. Sediqi
collected by Varjavand in order to appreciate his love and passion for
the glory of Iran, freedom of the Iranian nation and its prestigious
cultural values. This book made me more familiar with the works of Dr.
Sediqi and many other prominent cultural, literary and political figures,
including Dr. Varjavand. But my deeper knowledge of him was formed
after visiting Dr. Adib Borumand for the preparation of his festschrift,
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