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Historical Development of in Guilan

The region of Guilsn has always been different from other
regions of Iran for its land-lord system, from ancient to
recent times. Acqprdm], 13, archeological evidences and
historical reports, dlf(cm;:ht religions existed in this area
before the advcn{\o‘f'“l‘;lam These religions survived more or
less up l{};‘.}hb\qccund half of the third century AH (9th
century CE). But they were gradually influenced by the
activities of the ‘Alavid propagandists and due to the
coherence of the ’Alavid ideals with those of the Deylamids,
they were assimilated to the new belief. When the Kiayid
rulers took the power in eastern Guilan, the religious
situation underwent serious changes. These rulers defended
the Zaydite Shi’ism in ecastern Guilan and they launched
several wars between the powers in ecastern and western
Guilan.

The residents of Guilan merdes many of their local and
traditional customs and rituals into religious culture and
hence established a deep relation with Shi’ism. This research
investigates the documents and evidences based on
archeological researches and historical sources. This book
surveys the religious situation in Guilan in pre-historic times
up to the Islamic period advent of Islam up to the end of the
governing of Ilkhanids, and Safavid dynasty up to the Qajar
dynasty period.
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